DANIEL WOOWARD ELEMENTARY
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024
Time: 6:30pm
Location: Woodward Elementary School
__________________________________________________________________
ATTENDEES:
Mr. Sala (Principal), Gina M (Chair), Kevin L (Co-Chair), Cindy K (Treasurer), Lori T (Secretary)
Catherine C, Chris M, Cindy H, Ashraf S, Murphy S, Vivian L, Kemi E, Vahideh R
AGENDA ITEMS:
· Meeting called to order at 6:32pm

· Principal’s Report
· Halloween and Pumpkin Patch
· Costume Parade – start with Ks and pick up other kids. Weather pending we will try to photo with everyone. Parents/guardians are welcome to watch the parade
· 200 pumpkins are being donated and delivered by the Muche Family. Div. 1 will help with delivery and placement of the pumpkins. Thank you, Chris!
· Individual Photo Retakes
· Wednesday, November 6 @ 1pm
· Volleyball Season – started already and had 1 game so far. More games to come:
· Tuesday, November 5 – Hamilton @ Woodward 
· Wednesday, November 6 – Kingswood @ Woodward 
· Wednesday, November 13 – Woodward @ Kingswood 
· Tentative – November 14 or 15 – ‘Tournament/Round Robin’ of games at MacNair
· Tuesday, November 19 – Kidd @ Woodward 
· Wednesday, November 20 – Woodward @ Kidd 
· Indigenous Veterans Day and Remembrance Day Assembly
· Friday, November 8 @ 10:30 am. Parents are welcome to join
· Rosewood Manor Veterans Ceremony (Seniors Home) – Div 3 will sing a song and recite a poem. Looking at Grandpals Program where it encourages students to connect with elderly in our community


· Arts/Performances
· Oopsie! – Tuesday, October 29 @ 10:30 am – About creativity and taking pride in your creative processes. Focuses on growth mindset. Parents/guardians are welcome to attend
· Otosan – Friday, February 21 (Divs. 3 – 7) – Puppet show @ Gateway Theatre
· iLumiDance – Wednesday, March 5 @ 1:15 pm
· Pro D and Reporting
· Next Pro D – Monday, November 25 
· Learning Updates every 2 months
· Parent Conferences (took place in October) – Parents/guardians who were not able to attend are encouraged to reach out to the school to set up a time to meet. Parents are always welcomed to set up a time to meet with teachers throughout the school year too.
· 1st Written Learning Update (report cards) will be published Thursday, December 19
· Presentations
· TCO2 (Taking Care of Ourselves and Each Other) – Grades 4/5s and Grades 6/7s
· Andrei said email was sent out and he has received positive feedback that kids have spoken with their parents and since have removed themselves from online chat rooms
· Body Science – about sexual health
· Monday, November 18 – Parent session via Zoom @ 6:30pm
· Wednesday, November 20 – All students. Different sessions offered to different school grade levels
· Winter Concert 
· Wednesday, December 18: 
· Dress rehearsal @ 1 pm
· Evening concert @ 7 pm
· Parents/guardians are invited to watch both the dress rehearsal and evening concert
· Theme is “Walking in a Winter Wonderland” – Celebrating winter with a winter walk and seeing different homes and what they celebrate

· Treasurer’s Report
· Update on finances
· Oct 2024 financials distributed and reviewed
· Gaming grant received for 2024-2025 school year
· 2 teachers have asked for an increase in field trip subsidy based on additional new students
· MOTION: Cindy
· Increase Div. 2 by $30 for 1 extra student
· Increase Div. 4 by $90 for 3 extra students
·  SECOND: Kevin
· APPROVED: No objectives
· 1 teacher reported they have 1 less student. PAC agreed to keep the original amount that was approved for that teacher.
· Discussion around how best to manage the fluctuation of student enrollment throughout the year.
· Over the past 2 years there was no request to increase the amounts due to additional new students
· PAC would have to vote should increases be requested
· Suggestion to provide an amount based on potential maximum class size (e.g. cap), but this might result in teachers spending more than they should
· Further discussion needed on how best to manage fluctuation of student numbers
· PAC asked Andrei to remind teachers to mention in field trip notices that the field trip cost (if using the field trip subsidy) is covered/subsidized by the PAC. This will help promote the PAC’s fundraising efforts and the support the PAC provides to the students. Andrei will remind teachers at the next staff meeting and will also review the field trip forms for content

· Old Business
· Hot lunch: Friday, November 22 – Subway and Booster Juice
· Catherine is working on hot lunch forms and will sent out this week so we can collect forms and money by next week
· No December hot lunch
· Oct/Nov – Art Card fundraiser (artcardsbykids.com) update
· This fundraiser has to be administered by teachers (not PAC)
· For example, if 3 out of 7 divisions want to participate, each teacher will get sheets of paper for artwork. Company ships paper to teachers. Teachers then get students to complete artwork and it all gets shipped to their warehouse in Abbotsford. It can’t be a digital upload. It would cost $25 to ship and .75 cents per student for admin fees. 
· The company then scans and uploads the artwork. Each teacher then needs to enter the name and age of student on the online platform and the company creates the cards.
· Each child gets a sample card online. The parents then order online
· Process timeline from start to finish is approximately 1 month
· Cost – $18.80 for 8 cards for parents, school cost is $10.00 so the PAC would raise $8.80 for each card design that is made. Gina will present the idea to the teachers next week at the staff meeting to see if they are interested
· December – Holiday Breakfast decision
· Previous years the school pays for pancakes/syrup/butter and PAC helped run the event (distribute pancakes/syrup/butter). School sourced out pancakes, Div. 1 would help set up tables the day before, and the morning of, 2 teachers start warming the pancakes and the PAC volunteers arrive to help. Lots of parents will typically come out to help.
· Kara might have outsourced pancakes last year so Andrei will check.
· Discussion around whether or not Santa should make an appearance. It has been a Woodward tradition for kids to take photos with Santa. Andrei indicated the school does not want to be involved in bringing Santa to the school this year as he wants to be inclusive of everyone.
· PAC attendees expressed their thoughts and were mindful that not everyone celebrates Christmas and want to be inclusive of everyone, but feels that it is something most kids look forward to at Woodward and this still can be an opportunity of sharing and learning about this tradition to those that do not celebrate Christmas. 
· Suggestion to create a survey to ask parents/guardians on whether or not they would like Santa at the Holiday Breakfast event. Gina will put together a survey.
· Tentative date: Friday, December 6
· Andrei – Suggestion for future to consider expanding this event to include families and bringing families together for a Holiday Breakfast event. Eat together in the gym. Arrive at school for 7:30am and eat food at 8:00am and clean up before school starts at 8:45am
· December – Staff Appreciation Brunch: Thursday, December 19
· May Spring Fair (2024 profits $8,777.38)
· Discussion on whether or not to run Spring Fair next year
· Further discussion to be had at next PAC meeting.

· New Business
· No new business

· Open floor
· No new items

Meeting Adjourned – 7:54pm 
Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, November 26th (in person meeting)
